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Make Genetic Discrimination an Issue in the Upcoming Ontario Provincial Election! 

End Genetic Discrimination in Ontario! 

(Kitchener, ON) May 27, 2014 – Where does your candidate stand on genetic fairness in Ontario? The 

Canadian Coalition for Genetic Fairness and the Huntington Society of Canada urge Ontarians to ask your 

candidate about the reality of genetic discrimination in Ontario.   

Anyone could have sequences in their DNA that can lead to diseases like Huntington’s, Parkinson’s 

Alzheimer’s, diabetes and vision loss. Today, Ontarians can obtain their genetic information which can be used 

to better target treatments and alleviate some of the stress on our healthcare system. The concern is that 

genetic information can be used to deny life and mortgage insurance or put individuals at-risk of being 

discriminated against when it comes to employment.   

In the last legislature a private Member’s bill was introduced for the second time. The bill called for an end to 

genetic discrimination by amending the Ontario Human Rights Code.  This private Member’s bill has been put 

on hold because of the election.  

 “The Canadian Coalition for Genetic Fairness calls on all parties to take a stand and end genetic 

discrimination in Ontario,” says Bev Heim-Myers, Chair of the Canadian Coalition for Genetic Fairness and 

CEO of the Huntington Society of Canada. “This election is about Ontarians and how we are treated. Ask the 

candidates why genetic discrimination is allowed to continue in Ontario.”   

Six years ago the United States passed legislation protecting its citizens against genetic discrimination. While 

the United Kingdom, Germany and many other EU countries have taken important steps towards eliminating 

genetic discrimination, Ontario and Canada have fallen behind.  

The issue is a critical one. As research advances, more is being discovered about the genetic origins of 

disease and disability, including who might get what disease some day. “Our practices in business, commerce, 

health and research must ensure that personal complicated genetic information is used for the benefit of all 

Ontarians”, says Bev Heim-Myers. “Who among us has perfect genes?” Heim-Myers points out. “Everyone 

could be at-risk.”  
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The Canadian Coalition for Genetic Fairness (CCGF/CCEG) is a coalition of organizations dedicated to 

preventing genetic discrimination for all Canadians. The Coalition is deeply concerned about discrimination 

against individuals based on their genetic make-up. We are united to educate Canadians about genetic 

discrimination and to influence governments both federal and provincial, and other relevant organizations to 

create change. CCGF/CCEG currently represents 18 hereditary genetic diseases in Canada. 

 

The Huntington Society of Canada is the founding organization of the Canadian Coalition for Genetic Fairness 

(CCGF). CCGF is dedicated to preventing genetic discrimination for all Canadians. Canada is currently the 

only G7 country that does not protect its citizens against genetic discrimination.  

 
Members of CCGF/CCEG are: 

ALS Society of Canada     Alzheimer Society of Canada 
Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation  CORD  
The Foundation Fighting Blindness  Huntington Society of Canada 
Kidney Foundation of Canada   Muscular Dystrophy Canada 
Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada  Osteoporosis Canada 
Ovarian Cancer Canada    Parkinson Society of Canada 
Tourette Syndrome Foundation of Canada Centre for Molecular Medicine and Therapeutics 

Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus Association of Canada 
Individual Members  
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