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The Canadian Coalition for Genetic Fairness Supports the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada for 

their position on the use of Genetic Test Results by Insurance Companies.   

 
(Kitchener, ON) Monday, July 14, 2014 - On Thursday, July 10, 2014, the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada 
(OPC) released their statement on the use of Genetic Test Results by Life and Health Insurance Companies. They do not 
support the use of genetic information by Life and Health Insurance Companies at this point in time.   
 
"We applaud the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada for identifying genetic discrimination as a problem, and 
showing the leadership required to end this practice in Canada,” says Bev Heim-Myers, Chair of the Canadian Coalition 
for Genetic Fairness and CEO, Huntington Society of Canada. “This will benefit all Canadians.” 
 
On October 18, 2013, the Honourable James S Cowan QC, Leader of the Opposition in the Senate re-tabled the Genetic 
Non-Discrimination Bill S201; a comprehensive bill to end Genetic Discrimination in Canada. This proposed legislation 
will facilitate this very important work.  Where Bill S201 has made it through second reading to debate, earlier this year, 
it was moved to the standing committee on Human Rights and hearings are expected to be scheduled when the Senate 
sits in September.  
 
The Federal Government identified ending genetic discrimination in the Speech from the Throne 2013, delivered on 
October 16, 2013, by the Governor General, as a priority over the next two years. Simultaneously, Heim-Myers 
continues to work with the Federal Government to end genetic discrimination in Canada.  “The hope is to have 
protection in place by this fall and the statement from the Office of the Privacy Commissioner of Canada will help inform 
the direction that the Federal Government may want to take”, says Heim-Myers.    
 
Though other countries, including the United States, the United Kingdom, Germany and many other EU countries, have 
taken important steps towards eliminating genetic discrimination, Canada has fallen behind and remains the only G7 
Country that does not protect genetic information.  
 
The issue is a critical one and protecting genetic information would ensure that it is used for health and research 
purposes only. As research advances, more and more is being discovered about the genetic origins of disease and 
disability that could lead to early diagnosis, prevention and treatment. “Our practices in business, commerce, health and 
research must ensure that personal complicated genetic information is used for the benefit of all Canadians”, says Bev 
Heim-Myers. “Who among us has perfect genes?” Heim-Myers points out. “Everyone could be at-risk.”  
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Members of CCGF/CCEG are:  

ALS Society of Canada      Alzheimer Society of Canada  
Canadian Cystic Fibrosis Foundation    CORD  
The Foundation Fighting Blindness   Huntington Society of Canada  
Kidney Foundation of Canada     Muscular Dystrophy Canada  
Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada    Osteoporosis Canada  
Ovarian Cancer Canada      Parkinson Society of Canada  
Tourette Syndrome Foundation of Canada   Centre for Molecular Medicine and Therapeutics  
Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus Association of Canada  Individual Members 

 

The Huntington Society of Canada is the founding organization of the Canadian Coalition for Genetic Fairness (CCGF). 

CCGF is dedicated to preventing genetic discrimination for all Canadians. Canada is currently the only G7 country that 

does not protect its citizens against genetic discrimination.  
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